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CONPIDENTIAL BEIRUT 3028 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS PGOV LE 

SUBJECT: RENEWAL OF TENSION IN SIDON AND ELSEWHERE IN LEBANON 

REF: BEIRUT 2894 AND PREVIOUS 

1. TENSIONS GENERATED THROUGHOUT LEBANON OVER PAST 
WEEK BY CLASHES BETWEEN LEBANESE ARMY AND "ARMED 
ELEMENTS" INSIDON (REPTELS) HAD BEGUN TO LESSEN 
PERCEPTIBLY LATE MAR 5, POLLOWING COUNTRY- WIDE MANIFES- 
ATIONS BY CITIZENS (MOSTLYCHRISTIANS BUT SOME SHI'A) 
DEMONSTRATING IN SUPPORT OF ARMY AND GOL. DEMONSTRATIONS 
WENT OFP MORE OR LESS PEACEPULLY, WITH ONLY ONE PERSON 
REPORTED KILLED (ACCIDENTALLY BY STRAY BULLET). COUNCIL 
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OP MINISTERS MEETING EVENING MAR 5 RESULTED IN DECISION BY 
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SOLH CABINET (BACKED BY PRES ERANGIE) TO CONTINUE IN 
OEFICE, ALTHOUGH MIN OE WATER AND ELECTRICITY MALIK SALAM 
CARRIED OUT HIS THREAT TO RESIGN AND WALKED OUT OE 
MEETING. STAGE THUS SEEMED SET EOR FURTHER DIMINUTION 
OF TENSIONS AND PROGRESSIVE RETURN TO NORMALITY MAR 6, 

THANKS TO TYPICALLY LEBBANESE SOLUTION IN WHICH NO PROBLEMS 
WERE REALLY SOLVED BUT WERE MERELY TO BE BRUSHED UNDER 
RUG FOR TIME BEING. 

2. UNFORTUNATELY, WIDESPREAD APPREHENSION RE POSSIBLE 
ISRAELI RETALIATION AGAINST LEBA ON FOR LAST NIGHT'S 
TERRORIST OPERATIN IN TEL AVIV, FOLLOWED BY NEWS AT 
MID-DAY MAR 6 OF DEATH IN AUB HOSPITAL OF EX-DEPUTY 
MAAROUF SAAD (WHO HAD BEEN WOUNDED IN FEB 26 CLASHES IN 
SIDON (SEE BEIRUT 2611) HAVE CHANGED ALL THIS. PLO 
OFFICES IN BEIRUT APPARENTLY HAVE BEEN EVACUATED, AND 
FEDAYEEN ARE REPORTEDLY ON FULL ALERT IN AND AROUND 
COUNTRY'S 15 REFUGEE CAMPS, INCEUDING THOSE NORTH OF 
TRIPOLI WHERE TRIGGER-HAPPY ELEMENTS THIS MORNING ACTUALLY 
OPENED FIRE ON OVERFLYING LEBANESE AIR FORCE PLANES, 

PROBABLY ON ASSUMPTION THEY WERE ISRAELI. AS NEWS OF 
SAAD'S DEATH SPREAD DURING AFTERNOON, OTHER DISRUPTIVE 
INCIDENTS BEGAN OCCURRING AT VARIOUS POINTS IN BEIRUT, WHERE 
GROUPS OF HIS LEFTIST AND SUNNI MOSLEM SYMPATHIZERS 
(ACCOMPANIED IN SOME PLACES BY FEDAYEEN) HAVE TAKEN TO 
BLOCKING ROADS, BURNING TIRES, SHOOTING IN AIR, ETC. 

SIDON REPORTEDLY IS AGAIN GRIPPED BY TENSION, WITH 
LARGE NUMBERS OF "ARMED ELEMENTS" (I.E., FEDAYEEN AND 
THEIR LEFTIST ALLIES) HAVING REOCCUPIED STREET BARRI- 
CADES AND POSITIONS ON ROOFTTPS. LEBANESE ARMY AND 
INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES HAVE CANCELLED ALL LEAVES 
AND UNITS ARE CURRENTLY ENGAGED IN TRYING CLEAR CROWDS 
AND BARRICADES FROM SEVERAL ARTIERIES IN BEIRUT, INCLUDING 
ROAD TO AIRPORT. MOST SHOPS AND BUSINESSES CEOSED EARLIER 
THAN USUAL, AND LATE AFTERNOON RUSH-HOUR TRAFFIC AP- 
PEARS LESS THAN NORMAL. 

3. CONDITIONS DESCRIBED ABOVE HAVE CREATED PALPABLE 
ATMOSPHERE OF PUBLIC NERVOUSNESS AND FOREBODING. 

GENERAL FEELING SEEMS TO BE THAT FURTHER TROUBLE- 
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GENERATED INTERNALLY OR BY ISRAELIS, OR BOTH-IS STILL 
TO COME. I HAVE TAKEN PRECAUTIONOF ADVISING EMBASSY'S 
AMERICAN STAFF TO AVOID UNNECESSARY MOVEMENT AT LEAST DURING 
NIGHT MAR 6-7. 

HOUGHTON 
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